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ships rdde drcn-byus-^herCha^lf^'Jhe^I^^flW 
iam and Francis, the Hopewell, the Wliale, tHe *Siic<!ess acaft 
the Trial being still at Hampton and not ready,) when, upon 
conference, it was agreed, that (in regard it was uncertain when 
the rest of the fleet would be ready) these four ships should 
consort together ; the Arbella to be Admiral, the Talbot Vice- 
Admiral, the Ambrose Rear- Admiral, and the Jewel a Captain ; 
and accordingly articles of consortship were drawn between the 
said captains and masters ; whereupon Mr. Cradock took leave 
of us, and our captain gave him a farewell with four or five shot. 

About ten of the clock we weighed anchor and set sail, with 
the wind at N. and came to an anchor again over against 
Yarmouth, and the Talbot weighed likewise, and came and 
anchored by us. Here we met with a ship of Hampton, called 
the Plantation, newly come from Virginia. Our captain saluted 
her, and she us again ; and the master, one Mr. [blank] Graves, 
came on board our ship, and stayed with us about two or three 
hours, and in the mean time his ship came to an anchor by us. 

Tuesday, 30.] In the morning, about ten of the clock, the 
wind being come to the W. with fair weather, we weighed and 
rode nearer Yarmouth. When we came before the town, the 
castle put forth a flag ; our captain saluted them, and they 
answered us again. The Talbot, which rode farther ofif, saluted 
the castle also. 

Here we saw, close by the shore of the Isle of Wight, a Dutch 
ship of one thousand tons, which, being bound to the East 
Indies, about two years since, in passing through the Needles, 
struck upon a rock, and being forced to run ashore to save her 
men, could never be weighed since, although she lies a great 
height above the water, and yet she hath some men aboard her. 

Wednesday, 31.] The wind continued W. and S. W. with 
rain. Our captain and some of our company went to Yarmouth 
for supply of wood and other provisions ; (our captain was still 
careful to fill our empty casks with water.) 

Thursday, April i.] The wind continued very strong at W. 
and by S. with much rain. 

Friday, 2.] We kept a fast aboard our ship and the Talbot. 
The wind continued still very high at W. and S. and rainy. In 
the time of our fast, two of our landmen pierced a rundlet of 
strong water, and stole some of it, for which we laid them in 
bolts all the night, and the next morning the principal was 
openly whipped, and both kept with bread and water that day. 



.Saturday^ 3«] The wind continued stiU at W. and witli con^ 
tinual storms and rain. 

Sunday, 4.] Fair, clear weather. In the morning the wind 
W. and by N. but in the afternoon S. S. W. This evening the 
Talbot weighed and went back to the Cowes, because her 
anchor would not hold here, the tide set with so strong a race. 

Monday, 5.] The wind still W. and S. with fair weather. 
A maid of Sir Richard Saltonstall fell down at the grating by 
the cook room, but the carpenter's man, who occasioned her 
fall unwittingly, caught hold of her with incredible nimbleness, 
and saved her ; otherwise she had fallen into the hold. 

Tuesday, 6.] Capt. Burleigh, captain of Yarmouth castle, 
a grave, comely gentleman, and of great age, came aboard us 
and stayed breakfast, and, offering us much courtesy, he departed, 
our captain giving him four shot out of the forecastle for his 
farewell. He was an old sea captain in Queen Elizabeth's 
time, and, being taken prisoner at sea, was kept prisoner in 
Spain three years. Himself and three of his s6ns were captains^ 
in Roe's voyage. 

The wind was now come about to N. E. with very fair weather. 

In the afternoon Mr. Cradock came aboard us, and told us, 
that the Talbot, Jewel and Ambrose, were fallen down into 
Stoke's Bay, intending to take their way by St. Helen's Point, 
and that they desired we would come back to them. Hereupon 
we came to council, and wrote unto them to take the first 
opportunity of the wind to fall down to us, and Mr. Cradock 
presently went back to them, our captain giving him three shot 
out of the steerage for a farewell. 

Our captain called over our landmen, and tried them at their 
muskets, and such as were good shot among them were enrolled 
to serve in the ship, if occasion should be. 

The lady Arbella and the gentlewomen, and Mr. Johnson and 
some others went on shore to refresh themselves. 

Wednesday, 7.] Fair weather, the wind easterly, in the 
morning a small gale, but in the afternoon it came about to the 
sonth. This afternoon our other consorts came up to us, and 
about ten or twelve Flemings, and all anchored by us, and the 
masters of the Jewel and of the Ambrose came aboard us, and 
our captain and they went on shore. 

Towards night there came from the W. a Fleming, a small 
man of war, with a Brazil man which he had taken prize, and 
came to anchor by U8« , % 



Huusday, 8.] About six 'm the moming (the wind being £. 
and N. and fair weather) we weighed anchor and set sail, and 
before tea we gat through the Needles, having so titde wiiid as 
we had much to do to stem the tide, so as the rest of our fleet 
(we being nine in aU, whereof some were small abipSi which 
were bound for Newfoundland) could not get out all l^en till 
the ebb. In the aftdnoon the wind came S. and W« and we 
were becalmed, so as beii\g not able to get above tiiree or four 
leagues from the Needles, our captain tacked about, and put- 
ting his fore-sheets aback stays, he stayed kar the VGBt of the 
fleet, and as they came by us we spake to them, and about 
eight in the evening we let fall an anchor, intending to stop 
till the ebb. But before ten at night the wkid came about to 
the N. a good gale ; so we put up a light in the poop, and 
weighed and set sail, and by daylight, Friday, 9, we were come 
to Portl^id; but the other ships being not able to hold up 
with us, we were forced to spare our mainsail, and went on 
with a merry gale# In the morning we descried from the top 
eight sail astern of us, (whom Capt. Lowe told us he had seen 
at Dunnose in the evening.) We supposing they might be 
Dunkirkers, our captain caused the gun room and gun deck to 
be cleared; all die hammocks were taken down, our ordnance 
loaded, and our powder chests and fireworks made ready, and 
our landmen quartered among the seamen, and twenty-five of 
them appointed for muskets, and every man written down for 
his quarter. 

The wind continued N- [blank] with fair weather, and after 
noon it calmed, and we still saw those eight ships to stand 
towacxls lis ; having more wind than we, they came up apace, 
so as our captain and the masters of our consorts were more 
occasioned to think they might be Dunkirkers, (for we were 
told at Yannouth, that there were ten sail of them waiting for 
us ;) whereupon we all prepared to fight with them, and took 
down some cabins which were in the way of our ordnance, and 
out of every ship were thrown such bed matters as were subject 
to take fire, and we heaved out our long boats, and put up our 
waste cloths, and drew forth our men, and armed them with 
musdcets and other weapons, and instruments for fh'eworks; 
and for an experiment our captain shot a ball of wild-fire 
fastened to an arrow out of a crossbow, which burnt in the 
water a good time. The lady Arbella and the other women 
and children were removed into the lower deck, that they 



migfit be out of danger. AU things being thus fitted, we wetit 
to prayer upon the upper deck. It was much to see how 
cheerful and comfortable all the company appeared; not a 
woman or child that shewed fear, though all did appreh^id the 
danger to have been great, if things had proved as might well 
be expected, for there had been eight against four, and this 
least of .the enemy's ships were reported to carry tiiiirty brass 
pieces; but our trust was in the Lord of Hosts; and the 
courage of our captain, and his care and diligence, did much 
encourage us. It was now about one of the clock, and the 
fleet seemed to be within a league of us ; therefore our captain, 
because he would shew he was not afraid of them, and tluit be 
might see the issue before night should overtake us, tacked 
about and stood to meet them, and when we came near we 
perceived them to be our friends — the Little Neptune, a ship 
of some twenty pieces of ordnance, and her two consorts, 
bound for the Straits ; a ship of Flushing, and a Frenchman, 
and three other English ships bound for Canada and New- 
foundland. So when we drew near, every ship (as they met) 
saluted each other, and the musketeers discharged their small 
shot ; and so (God be praised) our fear and danger was turned 
into mirth and friendly entertainment. Our danger being thus 
over, we es|Hed two boats on fishing in the channel ; so every 
of our four ships manned out a skiff, and we bought of them 
great store of exceUent fresh fish of divers sorts. 

Saturday, lo.] The wind at E. and by N. a handsome gale 
with £ur weather. By seven in the morning we were come 
over against Plimouth. 

About noon the wind slacked, and we were come within 
sight of the Lizard, and towards night it grew very calm and a 
great fc^, so as our ships made no way. 

This afternoon Mr. Hurlston, the master of the Jewel came 
aboard our ship, and our captain went in his skiff aboard the 
Ambrose and the Neptune, of which one Mr. Andrew Cole was 
master. There he was told that the bark Warwick was taken 
by the Dunkirkers, for she came single out of the Downes 
about fourteen days since, intending to come to us to the 
Wight, but was never heard of since. She was a pretty ship of 
about eighty tons and ten pieces of ordnance, and was set out 
by Sir Ferdinando Gorges, Cap. Mason and others, for dis- 
covery of the great lake in New England, so to have ixitcr- 
cepted the trade of beaver. The master of her was^ one Mr« 



Weatherell, whose father was master of one of the cattle ships, 
which we left at Hampton. 

This day two young men, falling at odds and fighting, con- 
trary to the orders which we had published and set up in the 
ship, were adjudged to walk upon the deck till night with their 
hands bound behind them, which accordingly was executed ; 
and another man, for using contemptuous speeches in our 
presence, was laid in bolts till he submitted himself and prom- 
ised open confession of his offence. 

I should have noted before, that the day we set sail from the 
Cowes, my son Henry Winthrop, went on shore with one of 
my servants to fetch an ox and ten wethers, which he had pro- 
vided for our ship, and there went on shore with him Mr. Pel- 
ham and one of his servants. They sent the cattle aboard, but 
returned not themselves. About three days after my servant 
and a servant of Mr. Pelham's came to us to Yarmouth, and 
told us they were all coming to us in a boat the ddy before, but 
the wind was so strong against them, as they were forced on 
shore in the night, and the two servants came to Yarmouth by 
land, and so came on ship-board, but my son and Mr. Pelham 
(we heard) went back to the Cowes and so to Hampton. We 
expected them three or four days after, but they came not to 
us, so we have left them behind, and suppose they will come 
after in Mr. Goffe's ships. We were very sorry they had put 
themselves upon such inconvenience, when they were so well 
accommodated in our ship. This was not noted before, be- 
cause we expected daily their return; and upon this occasion 
I must add here one observation, that we have many young 
gentlemen in our ship, who behave themselves well, and are 
conformable to all good orders. 

About ten at night it cleared up with a fresh gale at N. and 
by W. so we stood on our course merrily. 

Sunday, ii.] The wind at N. and by W. a very stiff gale. 

About eight in the morning, being gotten past Scilly, and 
standing to the W. S. W. we met two small ships, which falling 
in among us, and the Admiral coming under our lee, we let him 
pass, but the Jewel and Ambrose, perceiving the other to be a 
Brazil man, and to take the wind of us, shot at them and made 
them stop and fall after us, "and sent a skiff aboard them to 
know what they were. Our captain, fearing lest some mistake 
might arise, and lest they should take them for enemies which 
were friends, and so, through the unruliness of the mariners 



some wrong might be done them, caused his skiff to be heaved 
out, and sent Mr. Graves, one of his mates and our pilot, (a 
discreet man,) to see how things were, who returned soon after, 
and brought with him the master of one of the ships and Mr. 
Lowe and Mr. Hurlston. When they were come aboard us, 
they agreed to send for the captain, who came and showed his 
commission from the Prince of Orange. In conclusion he 
proved to be a Dutchnian, and his a man of war of Flushing, 
and the other ship was a prize he had taken laden with sugar 
and tobacco ; so we sent them aboard their ships again, and 
held on our course. In this time (which hindered us five or 
six leagues) the Jewel and the Ambrose came foul of each 
other, so as we much feared the issue, but, through God's 
mercy, they came well off again, only the Jewel had her fore- 
sail torn, and one of her anchors broken. This occasion, and 
the sickness of our minister and people, put us all out of order 
this day, so as we could have no sermons. 

Monday, 12.] The wind more large to the N. a stiff gale, 
with fair weather. In the afternoon less wind, and our people 
began to grow well again. Our children and others, that were 
sick, and lay groaning in the cabins, we fetched out, and having 
stretched a rope from the steerage to the mainmast, we made 
them stand, some of one side and some of the other, and sway 
it up and down till they were warm, and by this means they 
soon grew well and merry 

Wednesday, 14.] The wind S. W. rainy weather, in the 
morning 

This day the ship heaved and set more than before, yet we 
had but few sick, and of these such as came up upon the deck, 
and stirred themselves, were presently well again ; therefore 
our captain set our children and young men to some harmless 
exercises, which the seamen were very active in, and did our 
people much good, though they would sometimes play the 
wags with them. Towards night we were forced to take in 
some sail to stay for the Vice-Admiral, which was near a 
league astern of us 

Thursday, 15.] The wind still at N. N. W. feir weather. . . 



All this forenoon our Vice-Admiral was much to leeward of 
us ; so after dinner we bare up towards her, and having fetched 
her up and spoken with her, the wind being come to S. W. we 
tacked about and steered our course N. N. W. lying as near the 



Wltid as we cocdd, and about four of the clock, widi a stiff gsde, 
we steered W. and by N. and at nigfat the wind grew very 
stroi^, iHnch pat us on to die W. amain. 

Alxmt ten at nigfat the wind grew so high, and rain withal, 
that we were forc^ to take in our topsail, and having lowered 
our mainsail and foresail, the storm was so great as it split our 
foresail and tore it in pieces, and a knot of the sea wa^ed oor 
tub overboard, wherein our fish was a-watering. The storm 
still grew, and it was dark with clouds, (though odierwise moon- 
light,) so as (though it was the Jewel's turn to carry the light 
tins night, yet) lest we should lose or go foul one of another, 
we hanged out a light up<m catf mizzen shrouds, and before 
midnight we lost sight of our Vice-Admiral. 

CXir captain, so soon as he had set the watch, at eight in the 
evening, called his men, and told them he feared we should 
have a storm, and therefore commanded them to be ready upon 
the deck, if occasion should be ; and himself was up and do?m 
the decks all times of the night 

Friday, i6.] About four in the morning the wind slacked a 
Mttle, yet it continued a great storm still, and though in the 
afternoon it blew not much wind, yet the sea was so high as it 
tossed us more than before, and we carried no more but our 
mainsail, yet our ship steered well with it, which few such ships 
eould have done. 

About four in the afternoon, the wind still W. and by S. and 
rainy, we put on a new foresail and hoisted it up, and stood 
N. N. W. All this day our Rear Admiral and the Jewel held 
up with us. 

This night was very stormy. 

All the time of the storm few of our people were sick, (ex- 
cept the women, who kept under hatches,) and there appeared 
no fear or dismayedness among them 

Saturday, [April] 17.] The wind S. W. very stormy and 
boisterous. All this time we bore no more sail but our main- 
sail and fore-sail, and we steered our course W. and by N. . . . 



Lord's day, [June] 6.] The wind N. E. and after N. a 
good gale, but still foggy at times, and cold. We stood W. 
N. W. both to majce Cape Sable, if we might, and also because 
of the current, which, near the west shore, sets to the S. that 
we might be the more clear from the southern shoals, viz. of 
Cape Cod. 



About two in the afternoon we sounded and had ground at 
about eighty fathom, and the mist then Uxaking up, we saw 
the shore to the N. about five or six leagues off, and were (as 
we supposed) to the S. W. of Cape Sable, and in forty-three 
and a quarter. Towards night it calmed and was fuggy again, 
and the wind came S, and by E. We tacked and stood W. and 
by N. intending to make land at Aquamenticus, being to the 
N. of the Isles of Shoals. 

Monday, 7,] The wind S. About four in the momiug we 
sounded and had ground at thirty fathom, and was somewhat 
calm J so we put our ship a-stays, and took, in less than two 
hours, with a. few hooks, sixty-seven codfish, most of them very 
great fish, some a yard and a half long, and a yard in compass. 
This came very seasonably, for our salt fish was now spent, 
and we were taking care for victuals this day (being a fish day.) 

After this we filled our sails, and stood W. N. W, with a 
small gale. We hoisted out a great boat to keep our sounding 
the better. The weather was now very cold. We sounded at 
eight, and had fifty fathom, and, being calm, we heaved out 
our hooks again, and took twenty-six cods ; so we all feasted 
with fish this day. ... At one of the clock we had a fresh 
gale at N. W. and very fair weather all that afternoon, and 
warm, but the wind failed soon. 

All the night the wind was W. and by S. a stiff eale. which 
made us stand to and again, with small adva 

Tuesday, 8.] The wind still W. and by 
close and cold. We stood N.N. W. with 
about three in the afternoon, we had sight 
about ten leagues, which we supposed was 
began, but it proved Mount Mansell. Tl 
stood W. S. W. We had now fair sun-shii 
pleasant a sweet air as did much refresh us, 
smell off the shore like the smell of a garde 

There came a wild pigeon into our ship, 
land bird. 

Wednesday, 9.} In the morning the wini 
presently calm. Now we had very fair v 
About noon the wind came to S. W. ; so ' 
With a handsome gale, and had the main L 
board all that day, about eight or ten lea| 
high land, lying in many hills very unequal 
many small islands, being low land, betwee 
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about five or six leagues off us ; and about three leagues from 
us, towards the main, a small rock a little above water. At 
night we sounded and had soft oozy ground at sixty fathom ; so, 
the wind being now scant at W. we tacked again and stood 
S. S. W. We were now in forty-three and a half. — This 
high land, which we saw, we judged to be at the W. cape of 
the great bay, which goeth towards Port Royal, called Mount 
Desert or Mount Mansell, and no island, but part of the main. 
In the night the wind shifted oft. 

Thursday, lo.] In the morning the wind S. and by W. till 
five. In the morning a thick fog ; then it cleared up with fair 
weather, but somewhat close. After we had run some ten 
leagues W. and by S. we lost sight of the former land, but made 
other high land on our starboard, as far off as we could descry, 
but we lost it again. 

The wind continued all this day at S. a stiff steady gale, yet 
we bare all our sails, and stood W. S. W. About four in the 
afternoon we made land on our starboard bow, call the Three 
Turks' Heads, being a ridge of three hills upon the main, 
whereof the southmost is the greatest. It lies near Aqua- ' 
mentions. We descried also another hill, more northward, which 
Hes by Cape Porpus. We saw also, ahead of us, some four 
leagues from shore, a small rock, not above a flight shot over, 
which hath a dangerous shoal to the £. and by S. of it, some 
two leagues in length. We kept our luff and weathered it, and 
left it on our starboard about two miles off. Towards night we 
might see the trees in all places very plainly, and a small hill to 
the southward of the Turks' Heads. All the rest of the land to 
the S. was plain low land. Here we had a fine fresh smell 
from shore. Then, lest we should not get clear of the ledge of 
rocks, which lie under water from within a flight shot of the 
said rock, (called Boone Isle,) which we had now brought 
N. E. from us, towards Pascataquac, we tacked and stood S. E. 
with a stiff gale at S. by W. 

Friday, ii.] The wind still S. W. close weather. We stood 
to and again all this day within sight of Cape Ann. The Isles 
of Shoals were now within two leagues of us, and we saw a ship 
lie there at anchor, and five or six shallops under sail up and 
down. 

We took many mackerels, and met a shallop, which stood 
from Cape Ann towards the Isles of Shoals, which belonged to 
some English fishermen. 



II 

Saturday, 12.] About four in the momiDg we were nearoui; 
port. We shot off two pieces of ordnance, and sent our skiff 
tp Mr. Peirce his ship (which lay in the harbour, and had been 
there [blank] days before.) About an hour after, Mr. Allerton 
came aboard us in a shallop as he was sailing to Pemaquid. 
As we stood towards the harbour, we saw another shallop com- 
ing to us ; so we stood in to meet her, and passed through the 
narrow strait between Baker's Isle and Little Isle, and came to 
an anchor a little within the islands. 

After Mr. Peirce came aboard us, and returned to fetch 
Mr. Endecott, who came to us about two of the clock, and 
with him Mr. Skelton and Capt. Levett. We that were of the 
assistants, and some other gentlemen, and some of the women, 
and our captain, returned with them to Nahumkeck, where we 
supped with a good venison pasty and good beer, and at night 
we returned to our ship, but some of the women stayed behind. 

In the mean time most of our people went on shore upon the 
land of Cape Ann, which lay very near us, and gathered store 
of fine strawberries. 

An Indian came aboard us and lay there all night. 

Lord's day, 13.] In the morning, the sagamore of Agawam and 
one of his men came aboard our ship and stayed with us all day. 

About two in the afternoon we descried the Jewel ; so we 
manned out our skiff and wafted them in, and they went as 
near the harbour as the tide and wind would suffer. 

Monday, 14.] In the morning early we weighed anchor, 
and the wind being against us, and the channel so narrow as 
we could not well turn in, we warped in our ship and came to 
an anchor in the inward harbour. 

In the afternoon we went with most of our company on shore, 
and our captain gave us five pieces. 

[Large blank in the manuscript.] 

Thursday, 17.] We went to Mattachusetts, to find out a 
place for our sitting down. We went up Mistick River about 
six miles. 

We lay at Mr. Maverick's, and returned home on Saturday. 
As we came home, we came by Nataskott, and sent for Capt. 
Squib ashore — (he had brought the west-country people, viz. 
Mr. Ludlow, Mr. Rossiter, Mr. Maverick, &c. to the bay, who 
were set down at Mattapan,) — and ended a difference between 
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him and the passengers; whereupon he sent his boat to his 
ship, (the Mary and John,) and at our parting gave us five 
pieces. At our return we found the Ambrose in the harbour 
at Salem. 

Thursday, July i.] The Mayflower and the Whale arrived 
safe in Charlton harbour. Their passengers were all in health, 
but most of their cattle dead. . . . 

Friday, 2.] The Talbot arrived there. She had lost four- 
teen passengers. 

My son Henry Winthrop was drowned at Salem. 

Saturday, 3.] The Hopewell, and William and Francis 
arrived. 

Monday, 5.] The Trial arrived at Charlton, and the Charles 
at Salem. 

Tuesday, 6.] The Success arrived. She had [blank] goats 
and lost [blank] of them, and many of her passengers were 
near starved, &c. 

Wednesday, 7.] The Lyon went back to Salem. 

Thursday, 8.] We kept a day of thanksgiving in all the 
plantations. 

Thursday, August 18.] Capt. Endecott and Gibson 

were married by the governour and Mr. Wilson. 

Saturday, 20.] The French ship called the Gift came into 
the harbour at Charlton. She had been twelve weeks at sea, 
and lost one passenger and twelve goats ; she delivered six. 

Monday we kept a court. 

Friday, 27.] We of the congregation kept a fast, and chose 
Mr. Wilson our teacher, and Mr. Nowell an elder, and Mr. 
Gager and Mr. Aspinwall, deacons. We used imposition of 
hands, but with this protestation by all, that it was only as a 
sign of election and confirmation, not of any intent that Mr. 
Wilson should renounce his ministry he received in England. 

September 20.] Mr. Gager died. 

30.] About two in the morning, Mr. Isaac Johnson died ; 
his wife, the lady Arbella, of the house of Lincoln, being dead 
about one month before. He was a holy man, and wise, and 
died in sweet peace, leaving some part of his substance to the 
colony. 

The wolves killed six calves at Salem, and they killed one 
wolf. 

Thomas Morton adjudged to be imprisoned, till he were 
sent into England, and his house burnt down, for his many 
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injuries offered to the Indians, and other misdemeanours. 
Capt. Brook, master of the Gift, refused to carry him. 

[Large blank in the manuscript.] 

Finch of Watertown had his wigwam burnt and all his goods. 

Billington executed at Plimouth for murdering one. 

Mr. Phillips, the minister of Watertown, and others, had 
their hay burnt. 

The wolves killed some wine at Saugus. 

A cow died at Plimouth, and a goat at Boston, with eating 
Indian com. 

October 23.] Mr. Rossi ter, one of the assistants, died. 

25.] Mr. Colburn (who was chosen deacon by the congre- 
gation a week before) was invested by imposition' of hands of 
the minister and elder. 

The governour, upon consideration of the inconveniences 
which had grown in England by drinking one to another, 
restrained it at his own table, and wished others to do the like, 
so as it grew, by little and little, to disuse. 

29.] The Handmaid arrived at Plimouth, having been 
twelve weeks at sea, and spent all her masts, and of twenty- 
eight cows she lost ten. She had about sixty passengers, who 
came all well ; John Grant, master. 

Mr. Goffe wrote to me, that his shipping this year had 
utterly undone him. 

She brought out twenty-eight heifers, but brought but seven- 
teen alive. 

November 11.] The master came to Boston with Capt. 
Standish and two gentlemen passengers, who came to plant 
here, but having no testimony, we would not receive them. 

10.] [blank] Firmin of Watertown had his wigwam burnt. 

Divers had their hay-stacks burnt by burning the grass. 

2 7.] Three of the govemour's servants were from this day 
to the I of December abroad in his skiff among the islands, in 
bitter frost and snow, being kept from home by the N. W. wind, 
and without victuals. At length they gat to Mount Wollaston, 
and left their boat there, and came home by land. Laus Deo. 

December 6.] The governour and most of the assistants, 
and others, met at Roxbury, and there agreed to build a town 
fortified upon the neck between that and Boston, and a com- 
mittee was appointed to consider of all things requisite, &c. 
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14.] The committee met at Roxbury, and upon further 
consideration, for reasons, it was concluded, that we could not 
have a town in the place aforesaid : i. Because men would be 
forced to keep two families. 2. There was no running water ; 
and if there were any springs, they would not suffice the town. 
3. The most part of the people had built already, and would 
not be able to build again. So we agreed to meet at Water- 
town that day sen'night, and in the mean time other places 
should be viewed. 

Capt. Neal and three other gentlemen came hither to us. 
He came in the bark Warwick this summer to Pascataqua, 
sent as govemour there for Sir Ferdinando Gorges and others. 

21.] We met again at Watertown, and there, upon view of 
a place a mile beneath the town, all agreed it a fit place for a 
fortified town, and we took time to consider further about it. 

24.] Till this time there was (for the most part) fair, open 
weather, with gentle frosts in the night ; but this day the wind 
came N. W. very strong, and some snow withal, but so cold as 
some had their fingers frozen, and in danger to be lost. Three 
of the govemour's servants, coming in a shallop from Mistick, 
were driven by the wind upon Noddle's Island, and forced to 
stay there all that night, without fire or food; yet, through 
God's mercy, they came safe to Boston next day, but the 
fingers of two of them were blistered with cold^ and one 
swooned when he came to the fire. 

26.] The rivers were frozen up, and they of Charlton could 
not come to the sermon at Boston till the afternoon at high water. 

Many of our cows and goats were forced to be still abroad 
for want of houses. 

28.] Richard Garrett, a shoemaker of Boston, and one of 
the congregation there, with one of his daughters, a young 
maid, and four others, went towards Plimouth in a shallop, 
against the advice of his friends ; and about the Gumett's Nose 
the wind overblew so much at N. W. as they were forced to 
come to a killock at twenty fathom, but their boat drave and 
shaked out the stone, and they were put to sea, and the boat 
took in much water, which did freeze so hard as they could not 
free her ; so they gave themselves for lost, and, commending 
themselves to God, they disposed themselves to die ; but one 
of their company espying land near Cape Cod, they made shift 
to hoist up part of their sail, and, by God's special providence, 
were carried through the rocks to the shore, where some gat on 
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land, but some had their legs frozen into the ice^ so as they 
were forced to be cut out. Being come on shore they kindled 
a fire, but, having no hatchet, they could get little wood, and 
were forced, to lie in the open air all night, being extremely 
cold. In the morning two of their company went towards 
PUmouth, (supposing it had been within seven or eight miles, 
whereas it was near fifty miles from them.) By the way they 
met with two Indian squaws, who, coming home, told their 
husbands that they had met two Englishmen. They thinking 
(as it was) that they had been shipwrecked, made after them, 
and brought them back to their wigwam, and entertained them 
kindly; and one of them went with them the next day to 
Plimouth, and the other went to find out their boat and the 
rest of their company, which were seven miles off, and having 
found them, he holp them what he could, and returned to his 
wigwam, and fetched a hatchet, and built them a wigwam and 
covered it, and gat them wood (for they were so weak and 
frozen, as they could not stir;) and Garrett died about two 
days after his landing ; and the ground being so frozen as they 
could not dig his grave, the Indian hewed a hole about half a 
yard deep, with his ha'tchet, and having laid the corpse in it, he 
laid over it a great heap of wood to keep it from the wolves. 
By this time the governour of Plimouth had sent three men to 
them with provisions, who being come, and not able to launch 
their boat, (which with the strong N. W. wind was driven up to 
the high water mark,) the Indian returned to Plimouth and 
fetched three more ; but before they came, they had launched 
their boat, and with a fair southerly wind were gotten to 
Plimouth, where another of their company died, his flesh being 
mortified with the fi:ost; and the two who went towards 
Plimouth died also, one of them being not able to get thither, 
and the other had his feet so frozen as he died of it after. 
The girl escaped best, and one Harwood, a godly man of the 
congregation of Boston, lay long under the surgeon's hands ; 
and it was above six weeks before they could get the boat from 
Plimouth ; and in their return they were much distressed ; yet 
their boat was very well manned, the want whereof before was 
the cause of their loss. 

January [1630/31.] A house at Dorchester was burnt down. 

February 11.] Mr. Freeman's house at Watertown was burned 
down, but, being in the day time, his goods were saved 

The poorer sort of people (who lay long in tents, etc.) were 
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much afflicted with the scurvy, and many died, especially at 
Boston and Charlestown ; but when this ship came and brought 
store of juice of lemons, many recovered speedily 

March i6.] About noon the chimney of Mr. Sharp's house 
in Boston took fire, (the splinters being not clayed at the top,) 
and taking the thatch burnt it down, and the wind being N. W. 
drove the fire to Mr. Colbum's house, being [blank] rods off, 
and burnt that down also, yet they saved most of their goods. 

23.] Chickatabot came with his sannops and squaws, and 
presented the govemour with a hogshead of Indian com. After 
they had all dined, and had each a small cup of sack and beer, 
and the men tobacco, he sent away all his men and women, 
fthough the govemour would have stayed them, in regard of 
the rain and thunder.) Himself and one squaw and one san- 
nop stayed all night, and, being in English clothes, the gov- 
emour set him at his own table, where he behaved himself as 
soberly, &c. as an Englishman. The next day after dinner he 
returned home, the govemour giving him cheese and peas and 
a mug and some other small things. 

2^6 [i 63 1.] John Sagamore and James his brother, with divers 
sannops, came to the govemour to desire his letter for recovery 
of twenty beaver skins, which one Watts in England had forced 
him of. The govemour entertained them kindly, and gave him 
his letter with directions to Mr. Downing in England, &c. 

The night before, alarm was given in divers of the planta- 
tions. * It arose through the shooting off some pieces at Water- 
town, by occasion of a calf, which Sir Richard Saltonstall had 
lost ; and the soldiers were sent out with their pieces to try the 
wildemess from thence till they might find it. 

29.] Sir Richard Saltonstall and his two daughters, and 
one of his younger sons, (his two eldest sons remained still in 
the country,) came down to Boston, and stayed that night at 
the govemour's, and the next morning, by seven of the clock, 
accompanied with Mr. Peirce and others in two shallops, they 
departed to go to the ship riding at Salem. The govemour 
gave them three drakes at their setting sail, the wind being 
N. W. a stiff gale and full sea. Mr. Sharp went away at the 
same time in another shallop 



[April] 27.] There came from Virginia into Salem a pin- 
nace of eighteen tons, laden with com and tobacco. She was 
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bound to the north, and put in there by foul weather. She sold 
her com at ten shillings the bushel. 

June 14.] At a court, John Sagamore and Chickatabot 
being told at last court of some injuries that their men did to 
our J cattle, and giving consent to make satisfaction, &c. now 
one of their men was complained of for shooting a pig, &c. for 
which Chickatabot was ordered to pay a small skin of beaver, 
which he presently paid. 

At this court one Philip Ratcliff, a servant of Mr. Cradock, 
being convict, ore tenus, of most foul, scandalous invectives 
against our churches and government, was censured to be 
whipped, lose his ears, and be banished the plantation, which 
was presently executed. 

25.] There came a shallop from Pascataqua, which brought 
news of a small English ship come thither with provisions and 
some Frenchmen fo make salt. By this boat, Capt. Neal, 
govemour of Pascataqua, sent a packet of letters to the gov- 
emour, directed to Sir Christopher Gardiner, which when the 
govemour had opened, he found it came from Sir Ferdinando 
Gorges, (who claims a great part of the Bay of Massachusetts.) 
In the packet was one letter to Thomas Morton, (sent prisoner 
before into England upon the lord chief justice's warrant :) by 
both which letters it appeared, that he had some secret design 
to recover his pretended right, and that he reposed much trust 
in Sir Christopher Gardiner. 

These letters we opened, because they were directed to one, 
who was our prisoner, and had declared himself an ill wilier to 
our govemment. 

July 4.] The govemour built a bark at Mistick, which was 
launched this day, and called the Blessing of the Bay 



September 6.] About this time last year the company here 
set forth a pinnace to the parts about Cape Cod, to trade for 
com, and it brought here above eighty bushels. This year 
again the Salem pinnace, being bound thither for com, was, 
by contrary winds, put into Plimouth, where the govemour, 
&c. fell out with them, not only forbidding them to trade, but 
also telling them they would oppose them by force, even to 
the spendmg of their lives, &c. ; whereupon they retumed, 
and acquainting the govemour of Massachusetts with it, he 
wrote to the govemour of Plimouth this letter, here inserted, 
with ih^lv ?f!f^W^V^ which came about a month after. 
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The wolves did much hurt to calves and swine between 
Charles River and Mistick. 

At the last court . . . one Henry Linne was whipped and 
banished, for writing letters into England full of slander against 
our government and orders of our churches. 

1 7.] Mr. Shurd of Pemaquid, sent home James Sagamore's 
wife, who had been taken away at the surprise at Agawam, and 
writ that the Indians demanded [blank] fathom of wampam- 
peague and [blank] skins for her ransom. 

27.] At a court, one Josias Plaistowe and two of his servants 
were censured for stealing corn from Chickatabot and his men, 
(who were present,) the master to restore two fold, and to be 
degraded from the title of a gentleman, and fined five pounds, 
and his men to be whipped. 

[Blank in the manuscript] 

October 4.] The Blessing went on a voyage to the eastward. 

II.] The governour, being at his farm house at Mistick, 
walked out after supper, and took a piece in his hand, suppos- 
ing he might see a wolf, (for they came daily about the house, 
and killed swine and calves, &c. ;) and, being about half a mile 
off, it grew suddenly dark, so as, in coming home, he mistook 
his path, and went till he came to a little house of Sagamore 
John, which stood empty. There he stayed, and having a 
piece of match in his pocket, (for he always carried about him 
match and a compass, and in summer time snake-weed,) he 
made a good fire near the house, and lay down upon some old 
mats, which he found there, and so spent the night, sometimes 
walking by the fire, sometimes singing psalms, and sometimes 
getting wood, but could not sleep. It was (through God's 
mercy) a warm night ; but a little before day it began to rain, 
and, having no cloak, he made shift by a long pole to climb up 
into the house. In the morning, there came thither an Indian 
squaw, but perceiving her before she had opened the door, he 
barred her out ; yet she stayed there a great while essaying to 
get in, and at last she went away, and he returned safe home, 
his servants having been much perplexed for him, and having 
walked about, and shot off pieces, and hallooed in the night, 
but he heard them not 



[November] 11.] We kept a day of thanksgiving at Boston, 
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1 7.] The governour of Plimouth came to Boston, and 
lodged in the ship. 

23.] Mr. Peirce went down to his ship, which lay at Nan- 
tascot. Divers went home with him into England by Virginia, 
as Sir Richard Saltonstall his eldest son and others ; and they 
were six weeks in going to Virginia 



January 27 [163 1/2.] The governour, and some company 
with him, went up by Charles River about eight miles above 
Watertown, and named the first brook, on the north side of 
the river, (being a fair stream, and coming from a pond a mile 
from the river,) Beaver Brook, because the beavers had shorn 
down divers great trees there, and made divers dams across the 
brook. Thence they went to a great rock, upon which stood a 
high stone, cleft in sunder, that four men might go through, 
which they called Adam's Chair, because the youngest of their 
company was Adam Winthrop. Thence they came to another 
brook, greater than the former, which they called Masters* 
Brook, because the eldest of their company was one John 
Masters. Thence they came to another high pointed rock, 
having a fair ascent on the west side, which they called* Mount 
Feake, from one Robert Feake, who had married the govemour's 
daughter-in-law. On the west side of Mount Feake, they went 
up a very high rock, from whence they might see all over Neip- 
nett, and a very high hill due west, about forty miles off, and 
to the N. W. the high hills by Merrimack, above sixty miles off. 

February 7.] The governour, Mr. Nowell, Mr. Eliot, and 
others, went over Mistick River at Medford, and going N. and 
by E. among the rocks about two or three miles, they came to 
a very great pond, having in the midst an island of about one 
acre, and very thick with trees of pine and beech ; and the pond 
had divers small rocks, standing up here and there in it, which 
they therefore called Spot Pond, They went all about it upon 
the ice. From thence (towards the N. W. about half a mile,) 
they came to the top of a very high rock, beneath which, 
(towards the N.) lies a goodly plain, part open land, and part 
woody, from whence there is a fair prospect, but it being then 
close and rainy, they could see but a small distance. This 
place they called Cheese Rock, because, when they went to 
eat somewhat, they had only cheese, (the governour's man 
forgetting, for haste, to put up some bread.) 

14.] The governour and some other company went to view 
the country as far as Neponsett, and returned that night. 



^ 
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[Large blank in the manuscript] 

17.] The goveraour and assistants called before them, at 
Boston, divers of Watertown ; the pastor and elder by letter, 
and the others by warrant. The occasion was, for that a war- 
rant being sent to Watertown for levying of j£S, part of a rate 
of ;^6o, ordered for the fortifying of the new town, the pastor 
and elder, &c. assembled the people and delivered their opin- 
ions, that it was not safe to pay moneys after that sort, for fear 
of bringing themselves and posterity into bondage. Being 
come before the governour and council, after much debate, 
they acknowledged their fault, confessing freely, that they were 
in an errour, and made a retractation and submission under 
their hands, and were enjoined to read it in the assembly the 
next Lord's day. The ground of their errour was, for that they 
took this government to be no other but as of a mayor and 
aldermen, who have not power to make laws or raise taxations 
without the people ; but understanding that this government 
was rather in the nature of a parliament, and that no assistant 
could be chosen but by the freemen, who had power likewise 
to renlove the assistants and put in others, and therefore at 
every general court (which was to be held once every year) 
they had free liberty to consider and propound any thing con- 
cerning the same, and to declare their grievances, without 
being subject to question, or, &c. they were fully satisfied; 
and so their submission was accepted, and their offence par- 
doned 

[March] 19.] Mr. Maverick, one of the ministers of Dor- 
chester, in drying a little powder, (which took fire by ,the 
heat of the fire pan,) fired a small barrel of two or three 
pounds, yet did no other harm but singed his clothes. It was 
in the new meeting-house, which was tBatched, and the thatch 
only blacked a little 

[1632.] At this court an act was made expressing the 
governour's power, &c. and the office of the secretary and 
treasurer, &c. 

9.] The bark Warwick, and Mr. Maverick's pinnace, went 
out towards Virginia. 

12.] The governour received letters from Plimouth, signify- 
ing, that there had been a broil between their men at Sowamset 
and the Naraganset Indians, who set upon the English house 
there to have taken Owsamequin, the sagamore of Packanocott, 
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who was fled thither with all his people for refuge ; and that 
Capt. Standish, being gone thither to relieve the three English, 
which were in the house, had sent home in all haste for more 
men and other provisions, uppn intelligence that Canonicus, 
with a great army, was coming against them. Withal they writ 
to our govemour for some powder to be sent with all possible 
speed, (for it seemed they were unfurnished.) Upon this the 
governour presently despatched away the messenger with so 
much powder as he could carry, viz. twenty-seven pounds. 

1 6.] The messenger returned, and brought a letter from 
the govemour, signifying, that the Indians were retired from 
Sowams to fight with the Pequins, which was probable, because 
John Sagamore and Chickatabott were gone with all their men, 
viz. John Sagamore with thirty, and Chickatabott with [blank] 
to Canonicus, who had sent for them. 

A wear was erected by Watertown men upon Charles River, 
three miles above the town, where they took great store of 
shads. 

A Dutch ship brought from Virginia two thousand bushels 
of corn, which was sold at four shillings sixpence the bushel. 

May I.] The governour and assistants met at Boston to 
consider of the deputy his deserting his place. The points 
discussed were two. The ist, upon what grounds he did it : 
2d, whether it were good or void. For the ist, his main reason 
was for pubUck peace ; because he must needs discharge his 
conscience in speaking freely ; and he saw that bred disturb- 
ance, &c. P'or the 2d, it was maintained by all, that he could 
not leave his place, except by the same power which put him 
in ; yet he would not be put from his contrary opinion, nor 
would be persuaded to continue till the general court, which 
was to be the 9th of this month. 

Another question fell out with him, about some bargains he 
had made with some poor men, members of the same congre- 
gation, to whom he had sold seven bushels and an half of corn 
to receive ten for it after harvest, which the govemour and 
some others held to be oppressing usury, and within compass 
of the statute ; but he persisted to maintain it to be lawful, 
and there arose hot words about it, he telling the govemour, 
that, if he had thought he had sent for him to his house to 
give him such usage, he would not have come there ; and that 
he never knew any man of understanding of other opinion ; 
and that [if] the govemour thought otherwise of it, it was his 
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weakness. The govcraour took notice of these speeches, and 
bare them with more patience than he had done, upon a like 
occasion, at another time. Upon this there arose another 
(juestion, about his house. The governour having formerly told 
him, that he did not well to bestow such cost about wainscot- 
ing and adorning his house, in the beginning of a plantation, 
both in regard of the necessity of publick charges, and for 
example, &c. his answer now was, that it was for the warmth 
of his house, and the charge was little, being but clapboards 
nailed to the wall in the form of wainscot. These and other 
speeches passed before dinner. After dinner, the governour 
told them, that he had heard, that the people intended, at 
the next general court, to desire, that the assistants might be 
chosen anew every year, and that the governour might be 
chosen by the whole court, and not by the assistants only. 
Upon this, Mr. Ludlow grew into passion, and said, that then 
we should have no government, but there would be an interim, 
wherein every man might do what he pleased, &c. This was 
answered and cleared in the judgment of the rest of the assist- 
ants, but he continued stiff in his opinion, and protested he 
would then return back into England. 

Another business fell out, which was this. Mr. Clark of 
Watertown had complained to the governour, that Capt. Patrick, 
being removed out of their town to Newtown, did compel them 
to watch near Newtown, and desired the governour, that they 
might have the ordering within their own town. The gov- 
ernour answered him, that the ordering of the watch did 
properly belong to the constable ; but in those towns where the 
captains dwelt, they had thought fit to leave it to them, and. 
since Capt. Patrick was removed, the constable might take 
care of it ; but advised him withal to acquaint the deputy with 
it, and at the court it should be ordered. Clark went right 
home and told the captain, that the governour had ordered, 
that the constable should set the watch, (which was false) ; 
but the captain answered somewhat rashly, and like a soldier, 
which being certified to the governour by three witnesses, he 
sent a warrant to the constable to this effect, that whereas 
some difficulty was fallen out, &c. about the watch, &c. he 
should, according to his office, see due watch should be kept 
till the court had taken order in it. This much displeased the 
captain, who came to this meeting to have it redressed. The 
governour told the rest what he had done, and upon what 
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ground ; whereupon they refused to do any thing in it till the 
court. 

While they were thus sitting together, an Indian brings a 
letter from Capt. Standish, then at Sowams, to this effect, that 
the Dutchmen (which lay for trading at Anygansett or Nara- 
gansett) had lately informed him, that many Pequins (who were 
professed enemies to the Anagansetts) had been there divers 
days, and advised us to be watchful, &c. giving other reasons, 
&c. 

Thus the day was spent and no good done, which was the 
more uncomfortable to most of them, because they had com- 
mended this meeting to God in more earnest manner than 
ordinary at other meetings. 

May 8.] A general court at Boston. Whereas it was (at 
6ur first coming) agreed, that the freemen should choose the 
assistants, and they the govemour, the whole court agreed 
now, that the govemour and assistants should all be new chosen 
every year by the general court, (the govemour to be always 
chosen out of the assistants ;) and accordingly the old gover- 
nour, John Winthrop, was chosen ; accordingly all the rest as 
before, and Mr. Humfrey and Mr. Coddington also, because 
they were daily expected. 

The deputy govemour, Thomas Dudley, Esq. having sub- 
mitted the validity of his resignation to the vote of the court, 
it was adjudged a nullity, and he accepted of his place again, 
and the govemour and he being reconciled the day before, 
all things were carried very lovingly amongst all, &c. and the 
people carried themselves with much silence and modesty. 

John Winthrop, the govemour's son, was chosen an assistant. 

A proposition was made by the people, that every company 
of trained men might choose their own captain and officers ; 
but the govemour giving some reasons to the contrary, they 
were satisfied without it. 

Every town chose two men to be at the next court, to advise 
with the governour and assistants about the raising of a publick 
stock, so as what they should agree upon should bind all, &c. 

This court was begun and ended with speeches for the, &c. 
as formerly. 

The governour, among other things, used this speech to the 
people, after he had taken his oath : That he had received 
gratuities from divers towns, which he received with much 
comfort and content; he had also received many kindnesses 
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^orn particular persons, which he would not refuse, lest he 

^UiHild be accounted uncourteous, &c. ; but he professed, that 

"« received them with a trembling heart, in regard of God's 

''*ne, and the consciousness of his own infirmity ; and therefore 

desired them, that hereafter they would not take it ill, if he did 

refuse presents from particular persons, except they were from 

the assistants, or from some special friends ; to which no answer 

was made ; but he was told after, that many good people were 

inuch grieved at it, for that he never had any allowance towards 

the charge of his place. 

24.] The fortification upon the Com Hill at Boston was 
begun. ^ 

25 •] Charlestown men came and wrought upon the fortifica- 
tion. 

Roxbury the next, and Dorchester the next. 

26.] The Whale arrived with Mr. Wilson, Mr. Dummer, 
and about thirty passengers, all in health ; and of seventy cows 
iost but two. She came from Hampton April 8th. Mr. Graves 
was master 

U^ly 5.] At Watertown there was (in the view of divers wit- 
nesses) a great combat between a mouse and a snake ; and, after 
a long fightj the mouse prevailed and killed the snake. The 
pastor of Boston, Mr. Wilson, a very sincere, holy man, hearing 
It, gave this interpretation : That the snake was the devil ; the 
jttoiise was a poor contemptible people, which God had brought 

Jther, which should overcome Satan here, and dispossess him 
^t his kingdom. Upon the same occasion, he told the gov- 
ernour, that, before he was resolved to come into this country, he 

reamed he was here, and that he saw a church arise out of the 
^^ Ar ^^^^^^ S^^w "P and became a marvellous goodly church. 
After many imparlances and days of humiliation, by those of 
boston and Roxbury, to seek the Lord for Mr. Welde his dis- 
posmg, and the advice of those of Plimouth being taken, &c. 
at length he resolved to sit down with them of Roxbury. 

[Large blank in the manuscript.] 

August 3.1 The deputy, Mr. Thomas Dudley, being still 
^isconten ted with the governour, partly for that the govemour 
J^d removed the frame of his house, which he had set up at 
Wewtown, and partly for that he took too much authority upon 
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turn, (sA he conceived), venewed his compliuBts to Mr. Wilson 
and Mr. Wekie, who acquainting the govemour therewidi, a 
meeting was agreed upon at Cha^lestown, where were present 
the govemour and deputy, Mr. Nowell, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Welde, 
Mr. Maverick, and Mr. Warham. The conference being began 
with calling upon the Lord, the deputy began, — that howsoever 
he had some particular grievances &c. ; yet, seeing he was 
advised by those present, and divers of the assistants, to be 
silent in them, he would let them pass, and so come first to 
complain of the breach of promise, both in the govemour and 
others in not building at Newtown. The govemour answered, 
that he had performed the words of his promise ; for he had a 
house up and seven or eight servants abiding in it by the day 
appointed 



[November, 1633.] The scarcity of workmen had caused ' 
theni to raise their wages to an excessive rate, so as a carpen- 
ter wotdd have three shillings the day, a labourer two shillings 
and sixpence, &c. ; and accordingly those who had commodi^ 
tie»tosell advanced their prices sometime douUe to that they 
cost in England, so as it grew to a general complaint, which 
the court, taking knowledge of, as also of some further evils, 
which were springing out of the excessive rates of wages^ they 
made an order, that carpenters, masons, &c. should take but 
two shillings the day, and labourers but eighteen pence, and 
that no commodity should be sold at above four pence in the 
shilling more than it cost ibr ready money in Ekigland; oil, 
wine, &c. and cheese, in regard of the hazard of bringing, &c. 
[excepted.] The evils which were springing, &c. were, i. Many 
spent much time idly, &c. because they could get as much in 
four d^ys as would keep them a week. 2. They spent much in 
tobacco and strong waters, Sic, which was a great waste to the 
commcHiwealth, which, by reason of so many foreign commodi- 
ties exp^)ded, could not have subsisted to this time, but that it 
was supplied by the cattle and corn, wluch were sold to new 
comers at very dear rates, viz. com at six shillings the bushel, 
a cow at j£20, — yea, some at ;^24, some ;^26, — a mare at 
jCsSf ^^ ®^® S^^^ at 3 or ;£"4 ; and yet many cattle were every 
year brought out of England, and some from Virginia. Socm 
after order wsb taken for prices of commodities^ viz. not to 
exceed the rate of four pence in the shilling above the price m 
Eng^d, except cheese and liquors, &c • ^ • 



36 

[May 14, 1634.] At this court it was ordered, that four gcn- 
ersd courts should be kept every year, and that the whole body 
of the freemen should be present only at the court of election 
of magistrates, &c. and that, at the other three, every town 
should send their deputies, who should assist in making laws, 
disposing lands, &c. Many good orders were made this court. 
It held three days, and all things were carried very peaceably, 
notwithstanding that some of the assistants were questioned by 
the freemen for some errours in their government, and some 
fines imposed, but remitted again before the court brake up. 
The court was kept in the meeting-house at Boston, and the 
new govemour and the assistants were together entertained at 
the house of the old govemour, as before 



November 5.] At the court of assistants complaint was made 
by some of the country, (viz. Richard Brown of Watertown, in 
the name of the rest,) that the ensign at Salem was defaced, 
viz. one part of the red cross taken out. Upon this, an attach- 
ment was awarded against Richard Davenport, ensign-bearer, to 
appear at the next court to answer. Much matter was made 
of this, as fearing it would be taken as an act of rebellion, or of 

like high nature, in defacing the king's colours ; 

What proceeding was hereupon, will appear after, at next 
court, in the first month ; (for, by reason of the great snows 
and frosts, we used not to keep courts in the three winter 
months.) 

27.] The assistants met at the govemour's, to advise about 
the defacing of the cross in the ensign at Salem, where (taking 
advice with some of the ministers) we agreed to write to Mr. 
Downing in England, of the truth of the matter, under all our 
hands, that, if occasion were, he might show it in our excuse ; 
for therein we expressed our dislike of the thing, and our pur- 
pose to punish the offenders, yet with as much wariness as we 
might, being doubtful of the lawful use of a cross in an ensign, 
though we were clear that fact, as concerning the manner, was 
very unlawful. 

It was then informed us, how Mr. Eliot, the teacher of the 
church of Roxbury, had taken occasion, in a sermon, to speak 
of the peace made with the Pekods, and to lay some blame 
upon the ministry for proceeding therein, without consent of 
the people, and for other feelings (as he conceived). We took 
order, that he should be dealt with by Mr. Cotton, Mr. Hooker, 
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and Mr. Welde, to be brought to see his errour, and to heal it 
by some publick explanation of his meaning ; for the people 
began to take occasion to murmur against us for it. 

It was likewise informed, that Mr. Williams of Salem had 
broken his promise to us, in teaching publickly against the 
king's patent, and our great sin in claiming right thereby 
to this country, &c. and for usual terming the churches of 
England antichristian. We granted summons to him for his 
appearance at the next court. 

The aforesaid three ministers, upon conference with the said 
Mr. Eliot, brought him to acknowledge his errour in that he 
had mistaken the ground of his doctrine, and that he did 
acknowledge, that, for a peace only, (whereby the people were 
not to be engaged in a war,) the magistrates might conclude, 
plebe inconsulto, and so promised to express himself in publick 
next Lord's day 

[Mo. I. 4. 1634/5.] Mr. Endecott was called to answer for 
defacing the cross in the ensign ; but, because the court could 
not agree about the thing, whether the ensigns should be laid 
by, in regard that many refused to follow them, the whole cause 
was deferred till the next general court ; and the commissioners 
for military affairs gave order, in the mean time, that all the 
ensigns should be laid aside, &c. 

At this court brass farthings were forbidden, and musket 
bullets made to pass for farthings 

[Mo. 3. 6. 1635.] Mr. Endecott was .... called into 
question about the defacing the cross in the ensign ; and 
a committee was chosen, viz. every town chose one, (whicL 
yet were voted by all the people,) and the magistrates chose 
four, who, taking the charge to consider of the offence, and 
the censure due to it, and to certify the court, after one or two 
hours time, made report to the court, that they found his offence 
to be great, viz. rash and without discretion, taking upon him 
more authority than he had, and not seeking advice of the 
court, &c. ; uncharitable, in that he, judging the cross, &c. to 
be a sin, did content himself to have reformed it at Salem, not 
taking care that others might be brought out of it also ; laying 
a blemish also upon the rest of the magistrates, as if they would 
suffer idolatry, &c. and giving occasion to the state of England 
to think ill of us ; — for which they adjudged him worthy 
admonition, and to be disabled for one year from bearing any 
publick office; declining any heavier sentence, because they 
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were persuaded he did it oat of tenderness of conscience, uid 

not of any evil intent: 

The matter of altering the cross in the ensign was referred to 
the next meeting, (the cotnt being adjoomed for three weeks), 
it being propounded to turn it to the red and white rose, ^c. 
and every man was to deal with his neighbours, to still their 
minds, who stood so stiff for the cross, until we should fully 
agree about ft, which was expected^ because the ministers had 
promised to take pains about it, and to write into En^and to 
have the judgments of the most wise and godly there 



Mo. 5. 8.] At the general comt, Mr. Williams of Salem was 
summoned, and did appear. It was laid to his charge, tiuit, 
being imder question before the magistracy and churches for 
divers dangerous opinions, viz. i, that the magistrate ought not 
to punish the breach of the first table, otherwise than in such 
cases as did disturb the civil peace; 2, that he ought not to 
tender an oath to an unregenerate man ; 3, that a man ou|^t 
not to pray with^such, though wife, child, &c, ; 4, that a man 
ought not to give thanks after the sacrament nor after meat, 
&c. ; and that the other churches were about to write to the 
church of Salem to admonish him of these errours ; notwith- 
standing the church had since called him to [the] office of a 
teacher. Much debate was about these things. The said opin- 
ions were adjudged by all, magistrates and ministers, (who 
were desired to be present,) to be erroneous, and very da^er- 
ous, and the calling of him to office, at that time, was judg^ a 
great contempt of authority. So, in fine, time was given to him 
and the church of Salem to consider of these things till the next 
general court, and then either to give satisfaction to ^e court, 
or else to expect the sentence ; it being professedly declared by 
the ministers, (at the request of the court to give their advice,) 
that he who should obstinately maintain such opinions, (whereby 
a church might run into heresy, apostacy, or tyranny, and yet 
the civil magistrate could not intermeddle,) were to be removed, 
and that the other churches ought to request the magistrates so 
to do 

Salem men had preferred a petition, at the last general court, 
for some land in Marblehead Neck, which they did challenge 
as belonging to their town; but, because they had chosen Mt. 
Williams their teacher, while he stood under question of authoK- 
ky, and so offered contempt to the ms^trates, &c* their peti- 



taon was refused till, ftc. X^pon this the church of Salem writf 
to other churches, to admonish the magistrates of this as a 
hdnous sin, and likewise the deputies ; for which, at the next 
general court, their deputies were not received until they should 
give satisfaction about the letter. 

[Mo. 6. Aug. 1 6.] Mr. WiUiams, pastor of Salem, being 
sick and not able to speak, wrote to his church a protestation, 
that he could not communicate with the churches in the bay ; 
neither would he communicate with them, except they would 
refuse communion with the rest; but the whole church was 
grieved herewith 

October.] At this general court Mr. Williams, the teacher 
of Salem, was again convented, and all the ministers in the bay 
being desired to be present, he was charged with the said two 
letters, — that to the churches, complaining of the magistrates 
for injustice, extreme oppression, &c. and the other to his own 
church, to persuade them to renounce communion with all the 
churches in the bay, as full of antichnstian pollution, &c. He 
justified both these letters, and maintained all his opinions; 
and, being offered further conference or disputation, and a 
month's respite, he chose to dispute presently. So Mr. Hooker 
was appointed to dispute with him, but could not reduce him 
from any of his errours. So, the next morning, the court sen- 
tenced him to depart out of our jurisdiction within six weeks, 
all the ministers, save one, approving the sentence; and his 
own church had him under question also for the same cause ; 
and he, at his return home, refused communion with his own 
church, who openly disclaimed his errours, and wrote an hum- 
ble submission to the magistrates, acknowledging their fiuilt in 
joining with Mr. Williams in that letter to the churches against 
them, &c ^ 



II mo. January [1655/6.] The govemour and assistanbi^ 
met at Boston to consider about Mr. Williams, for that they 
were credibly informed, that, notwithstanding the injunction 
laid ui)on him (upon the liberty granted him to stay till the 
spring) not to go about to draw others to his opinions, he did 
ttse to entertain company in his house, and to preach to them, 
even of such points as he had been censured for ; and it was 
agreed to send him into England by a ship then ready to 
dbpart. The reason was, because he had drawn above Uirenty 
persons to his opinion, and they were intended to erect a 
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plantation about the Naragansett Bay, from whence the in- 
fection would easily spread into these churches, (the people 
being, many of them, much taken with the apprehension of 
his godliness.) Whereupon a warrant was sent to him to come 
presently to Boston, to be shipped, &c. He returned answer, 
(and divers of Salem came with it,) that he could not come i 

without hazard of his life, &c. Whereupon a pinnace was sent 
with commission to Capt. Underbill, &c. to apprehend him, 
and carry him aboard the ship, (which then rode at Natas- 
cutt ;) but, when they came at his house, they found he had 
been gone three days before ; but Whither they could not learn. 

He had so far prevailed at Salem, as many there (especially 
of devout women) did embrace his opinions, and separated 
from the churches, for this cause, that some of their members, 
going into England, did hear the ministers there, and when 
they came home the churches here held communion with 
them 

[Mo. 2.] 7. [1636.] At a general court it was ordered, that 
a certain number of the magistrates should be chosen for life ; 
(the reason was, for that it was showed from the word of 
God, &c. that the principal magistrates ought to be for life.) 
Accordingly, the 25th of the 3d mo. John Winthrop and 
Thomas Dudley were chosen to this place, and Henry Vane, 
by his place of governour, was president of this council for his 
year. It was likewise ordered, that quarter courts should be 
kept in several places for ease of the people, and, in regard of 
the scarcity of victuals, the remote towns should send their 
votes by proxy to the court of elections ; and that no church, 
&c. should be allowed, &c. that was gathered without consent 
of the churches and the ipagistrates 



[Mo. 3. 31.] One Miller, master's mate in the Hector, 
spake to some of our people aboard his ship, that, because we 
had not the king's colours at our fort, we were all traitors and 
rebels, &c. The governour sent for the master, Mr. Feme, 
and acquainted him with it, who promised to deliver him to us. 
Whereupon we sent the marshal and four Serjeants to the ship 
for him, but the master not being aboard, they would not 
deliver him ; whereupon the master went himself and brought 
him to the court, and, the words being proved against him by 
two witnesses, he was committed. The next day the master, 
to pacify his men, who were in a great tumult, requested he 
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might be delivered to him, and did undertake to bring him 
before us again the day after, which was granted him, and he 
brought him to us at the time appointed. Then, in the presence 
of all the rest of the masters, he acknowledged his offence, and 
set his hand to a submission, and was discharged. Then the 
govemour desired the masters, that they would deal freely, 
and tell us, if they did take any offence, and what they required 
of us. They answered, that, in regard they should be ex- 
amined upon their return, \yhat colours they saw here, they did 
desire that the king's colours might be spread at our fort. It 
was answered, that we had not the king's colours. Thereupon 
two of them did offer them freely to us. We replied, that for 
our part we were fully persuaded, that the cross in the ensign 
was idolatrous, and therefore might not set it in our ensign ; 
but, because the fort was the king's, and maintained in his 
name, we thought that his own colours might be spread there. 
So the govemour accepted the colours of Capt. Palmer, and 
promised they should be set up at Castle Island. We had 
conferred over night with Mr. Cotton, &c. about the point. 
The govemour, and Mr. Dudley, and Mr. Cotton, were of opinion, 
that they might be set up at the fort upon this distinction, that 
it was maintained in the king's name. Others, not being so 
persuaded, answered, that the govemour and Mr. Dudley, being 
two of the council, and being persuaded of the lawfulness, &c. 
might use their power to set them up. Some others, being not 
so persuaded, could not join in the act, yet would not oppose, 
as being doubtful, &c. 

John Winthrop, The History of New England from 1630 to 164^ (edited 
by James Savage, Boston, 1825), I. passim. 



